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Another week has passed and we really hope that you are all ok and
continuing to adjust to new ways of working. We miss all the children
who are not in school with us and look forward to the time when we
can be together again. I know that many of you are trying to juggle
multiple things at home, including working and supporting home
learning—it is a strange and challenging time in our lives. As a staff
team we are working as hard as we can to plan and deliver home
education, support parents and carers at home and support children in
school. Like you, we are all stepping out of our comfort zones! We do
need to remember though that this may be a tough time and we can all
only do our best. While we are working to maintain continuity in the
children's learning, please do what you are able to
do. The most important thing is that we keep our
children and community safe!
We wish you a happy and peaceful weekend.

Google Meets
The purpose of our Google meets
is for the children at home to
maintain the connection, warmth
and relationship with their class
teacher. It is the highlight of the
teachers week! Please make sure
you are familiar with our
safeguarding principles (on our
website) and ensure that the
children are dressed, follow our
behaviour policy and that an adult
remains in the same room. This is
also the case if your child takes
part in our ‘live’ interventions or
‘speech and language’ work.

Remote Learning
We are so impressed that the overwhelming majority of children are engaging in their learning every day
and the teachers are seeing some fantastic work. Thank you to the many families who are turning in their
work regularly. The teachers feedback individually on this work on a daily basis so do make sure you check
back to see their comments. We are continually developing our remote learning offer and you will see
changes and new additions on a weekly basis. We always aim to listen to feedback and will be sending a
survey about our remote learning to you shortly. Next week we offer an opportunity to hear about our
approach to home learning and to ask any questions you may have. You are warmly invited to attend our
webinar on Tuesday 26th January 5-5.30pm. Please see the link below. There is no need to register, no
cameras involved, just click on the link to join us and pose any questions using the chat
bar!
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86864458127

Covid testing for staff
From next week all Primary staff are being offered twice weekly testing using the Lateral Flow tests. This is
designed to identify asymptomatic cases so we can help reduce transmission rates. The testing process will
take place at home and not on the school site. Staff at both our schools—the Juniors and the Infants will carry
out these tests on the same day— a Sunday and a Wednesday. Due to the number of tests being carried out,
the likelihood of a positive test being recorded may increase— but we certainly hope not! Should a ‘bubble’
need to close at short notice, we will notify you as soon as possible, but please be aware that this may be at
short notice. We will then follow this up with an email to provide further detail.
Please continue to let the school know if you experience a positive case within your family, whether your
child is attending school or working from home.

Chromebooks
If your child does not have access to a suitable device
and they are working on a phone, please do contact us
for help. We are operating a loan system for our
Chromebooks and we may be able to offer support.
If you are struggling with Internet access, please do
contact us as this is also an area where we may be
able to offer support.

Keeping Active
Just a reminder about how important it is for our
young children to keep active, particularly if spending
more time than usual online! We hope that you have
enjoyed our PE sessions and we hope to bring back our
‘funky five’ sessions shortly too. From next week we
will also be posting on Twitter the Hampshire School
Games challenges so keep a look out for these.

Reading Book Swap
Don’t forget that you can swap your child's reading
book on the following days and times;
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

9.30am – 2pm - Year 2
9.30am – 2pm – Year 1
9.30am – 2pm – Year R

We have a table set up with a range of books according
to year groups and your child can choose three books
each week. Returned books are put into quarantine for
72 hours. We know that as infants it can be tricky to
read books on a screen and therefore we hope that this
can help to work alongside the Rising Stars online
scheme.
Phoning School
We are receiving a large number of phone calls at the
moment and only have one main line into the school.
Unfortunately if staff are talking to parents/carers, you
may not be able to get through. Please do leave a
message as we always check our answer phone.
Alternatively you can email the office to request a
phone call and we will get back to you as soon as we
can. Please note that members of staff are using
mobile phones to call you. The call will come up as
‘number withheld’ but the member of staff will leave a
message and call back later.

Children’s Mental Health Week
The theme of this year’s Children’s Mental Health Week is ‘Express Yourself’
Children’s Mental Health Week runs from Monday 1st February—Friday 5th February.
Expressing yourself is about finding ways to share feelings, thoughts, or ideas, through creativity. This could be
through art, music, writing and poetry, dance and drama, photography and film, and doing activities that make
you feel good. It’s important to remember that being able to express yourself is not about being the best at
something or putting on a performance for others. It is about finding a way to show who you are, and how you see
the world, that can help you feel good about yourself. During Mental Health Week we will be encouraging children
(and adults) to explore the different ways we can express ourselves, and the creative ways that we can share our
feelings, our thoughts and our ideas.
We will be taking a break at times from Goggle Classrooms and trying something different for a week! Details
coming soon!
We hope you have enjoyed sharing our Worship sessions at home over the last few weeks. If your child would like
to contribute to our worships by writing a prayer, or reading a piece from the Bible, we would love to incorporate
this into our recordings! Please send a video or photo in via the class teacher Gmail accounts and it will find its
way to Peter or I!

Love

Respect

