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What a busy busy half term we have had! We have been very impressed with the
children’s learning and are also delighted that they have been able to take part in
the activities that have been missed so much! We have held class celebration
events, taken part in sports competitions and we are particularly enjoying our
singing and music sessions again! Year 1 and 2 also went to St Thomas’ church for
our Harvest festival. This was the first time since Covid that we have been able to
share a service in church together and the children (and adults) were very excited.
The Robins choir were fantastic, the Recorder club played beautifully and we were
all very proud of them! Thank you all for your contributions to Basics bank. These
have now been collected and distributed to families in need.

Year R
This week Year R have been sharing their learning with
their grown-ups. Puffins and Penguins paraded around
the hall as Elmer and Wilbur
showing the colour mixing
skills they have worked on. The
celebration continued as they
sang songs with Mrs Dowding,
audience participation was a
must! ‘If you’re happy and you
know it…’. Finally all of the children made an Elmer mask with
a grown up to round off the carnival themed
afternoon.
Car Park
Thank you to many of you for taking the time to share
your views about our school car park. We had a large
number of responses. The overwhelming majority of
responses were in favour of the car park being closed
during pick-up and drop-off times and the main
reasons cited were for the safety of the children.
We are very mindful however of those parents who do
live further away and also that we do not create a
problem for our neighbours and the surrounding area.
Our next step will be to consult with local residents,
Hampshire Fire and Rescue service and Hampshire
County Council to explore available options. Please be
patient as this may take some time but we will keep
you updated. We would like to reassure you all that we
do have disabled parking
spaces in the staff car park
and these would always
remain available to those who
need this facility.

Year 1
This term Year 1
started their Wild
Wood adventures.
They have really
enjoyed a variety of
activities such as fire
lighting, whittling, cooking on the fire, sawing,
den building and much more. The children have
been working on their perseverance, problem solving, ability to manage risk as well as learning more
about the school’s outdoor environment. We look
forward to continuing our sessions after half term.

Year 2
In year 2, the children have
loved our Space topic. They
enjoyed digging into the
past to find out about the
first moon landing through
our history unit. We all had
a fantastic time at the
Science Centre where the children took part in a
workshop about rockets and visited the
Planetarium. In our Art sessions, we have explored
Peter Thorpe’s space artwork and the children had
a go at creating some artwork in his style. We
explored collaging techniques and we learnt about
harmonious and contrasting colours. They
produced some fantastic pieces of artwork!

Happy Half-term
Holiday!

Governor News
A big ‘Welcome Back’ to this academic year from the Board
of Governors. Let’s pray that the year ahead is easier for us
all!
This is a quick update on what we, as Governors, do. We
meet each month at the school and our main purpose is to
monitor the strategic direction of the school, hold the Head
Teacher to account, and check that school budgets are
being well managed.
Each Governor has a designated role for one of the
following areas: Safeguarding/Finance/Human Resources/
Health and Safety/Teaching & Learning/Special Educational
Need or Disability/Early Years Foundation Stage and, of
course, the Statutory Inspection of Anglican and Methodist
Schools (SIAMS) which covers our Christian ethos. We are
so lucky to have the Reverend Peter Salisbury of St
Thomas’s Church on our Board, as his knowledge and
guidance is an intrinsic part of who we are and how we
support and challenge the school leaders through our
three values of Love, Courage and Respect.
We are hoping to be more visible to you this year and
should you wish to see minutes from our meetings these
can be obtained from the school office, and you can also
find short biographies of all our Governors on the school
website.

Parenting Smart (Place2Be)
The children’s mental health charity, Place2Be, has
launched a new website aimed at helping parents
with typical situations they can find themselves in
with their children.
Advice can be found on over forty topics including:

Understanding sibling rivalry

My child is lying, what does it mean, what
should I do?

My child has trouble going to sleep

My child says ‘I hate you!’

Cultural identity: who am I?
The parenting website can be found here

https://parentingsmart.place2be.org.uk/
Just a reminder…..
Parental controls can be put in place on your devices
which restrict the content that your child can watch,
ensuring that they can only see what is age
appropriate. Please see the National Online Safety
website for instructions for Android and Apple
devices.

Dates for your diary
Monday 25th
October

Half-Term

Monday 1st
November

Return to school

Monday 22nd
November

Flu ImmunisationDay

Tuesday 23
November

Year 1 Trip to Marwell Zoo

Thursday 25th
November

Individual Photos

Week Beginning
6th December

Please note that all after school activity clubs will
finish this week.
( Recorders, Ukulele, Multisports and Nature)

Norovirus Outbreak and Covid-19 News!
We are happy to report that we are over the worst of
our Norovirus outbreak and most children are back at
school. Thank you for your support with this, in
particular for ensuring your child returns to school 48
hours after being symptom free. This helped us to stop
the spread quickly!
We continue to have high levels of Covid-19 in our
local area and we continue to have some positive
cases within our school. We know that good
attendance is very important, but we are also aware
that we need to maintain our careful approach in
order to keep everyone as safe as possible. We will
monitor the situation very closely and if the cases
increase substantially and meet the threshold set by
Public Health England, then we will communicate with
you and respond accordingly. In line with the
guidance ,we continue to ensure good hygiene for
everyone, maintain our cleaning regimes, keep our
spaces well ventilated and following the advice on
testing, self isolation and managing confirmed cases of
Covid 19. Our staff are still undertaking twice weekly
home tests.
We are very grateful to you for keeping us informed by
phoning on the morning that a child is absent. Please
be aware that if your child is unwell, we do have to
record the exact nature of their illness, so please don’t
be offended if Mrs Waters or Mrs Dowding ask for
further details when you phone.

